The Journal of Modern African Studies, 35, 1 (1997), pp. 81-99
Copyright © 1997 Cambridge University Press

Development and Change in
Post-Revolutionary Tigray

by JOHN YOUNG*

AFTER a 14-year struggle the Tigray People’s Liberation Front
(TPLF) took control of the entire northern Ethiopian province of
Tigray in 1989. But it was not until two years later, when the TPLF-
led Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF)
captured power in Addis Ababa, that plans to rehabilitate and develop
the badly weakened provincial economy could proceed in an
environment of peace. This meant that the TPLF in Tigray could for
the first time begin to utilise the resources of the central state for its
programmes. Since 1991 the post-revolutionary régime has been
attempting to stabilise the rural economy, repair and strengthen the
province’s infrastructure, create a climate in which private investment
can flourish, and begin the process of establishing an industrial base to
meet the rising demands of off-farm labour.

This article largely contrasts conditions observed in Tigray during
the first half of 1993 and those existing in December 1995 and 1996,
when my primary objectives were to update my doctoral study of the
history of the Tigrayan revolution for publication,' and to gauge — with
the help of subsequent interviews in Ethiopia — some of the changes
that had taken place in the province during that three-year interval.

TRANSITIONAL PROBLEMS

The ecarly period after the war had ended was characterised by
frustration, rather than fulfilment, for most Tigrayans. Peace was of
course welcomed, but resources were slow to reach the province,
political changes were sometimes unwanted, the crisis in the rural
economy was not overcome, and the expected boom failed to
materialise. One of the early effects of the EPRDF’s victory was a loss
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